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EDITORIAL. 

It  was  hoped  a  detailed  report  could 
be  made,  telling  how  many  lil)raries 
took  part  in  the  Good  Book  movement, 
and  what  they  did,  with  results.  But 
this  was  found  to  be  impossible  without 
the  aid  of  that  nuisance — a  question- 
naire. So  only  the  general  statement 
can  be  given  that  a  large  proportion  of 
the  public  and  a  few  institutional  li- 
braries, observed  it  in  some  way.  Ex- 
hibits of  books  at  the  library,  and  in 
show  windows  were  held ;  ministers 
preached  on  good  books,  the  movies 
filmed  them  ;  the  newspapers  wrote  of 
them,  posters  and  bulletins  proclaimed 
them  and  signs  told  where  and  when 
they  could  be  found ;  leaflets  were  sent 
out  from  the  libraries,  in  store  pack- 
ages and  pay  envelopes,  meetings  were 
held  with  talks  on  good  books,  recep- 
tions in  the  library  with  tea  served  and 
concerts ;  talks  by  the  librarian  were 
made  before  schools,  clubs,  and  classes, 
book -lists  were  distributed  and  the  pur- 
chasing of  the  books  listed  made  possi- 
ble. The  State  Federation  of  Pennsyl- 
vania Women  backed  up  the  movement 
in  The  Messenger,  one  normal  school 
sent  out  through  the  county  teachers  a 
list  for  purchase,  and  the  Commission 
furnished  special  speakers  at  two  places. 
Surely  the  Boy  Scouts  plea  for  better 
young  people's  books  was  impressed  on 
many,  and  many  must  have  learned  more 
of  their  home  library  at  the  same  time. 


Good  book  week,  1916,  is  a  thing  of 
the  past ;  the  need  for  publicity  is  not, 
however.  No  business  man  would  con- 
sider it  enough  to  advertise  during  one 
week  and  then  keep  silent  during  the 
other  fifty-one.  He  keeps  everlastingly 
at  it.  Every  chance  he  finds  is  taken 
advantage  of  to  bring  his  work  or  wares 
before  the  eyes  of  his  neighbors.  Even 
the  grocer,  on  whose  supplies  we  de- 
pend, does  not  wait  for  us  to  hunt  him 


up.  He  forces  himself  upon  our  notice 
in  season  and  out  of  season. 

If  this  strenuous  publicity  is  necessary 
on  the  part  of  the  business  man  whose 
services  we  need,  how  much  more  nec- 
essary it  is  for  us  when  it  is  considered 
that  we  must  persuade  people  to  believe 
that  they  need  our  wares.  It  is  not  nec- 
essary to  copy  all  the  methods  used  in 
business  to  present  our  work  but  we  can 
follow  the  same  principles.  Some  of 
these  are : 

Use  the  medium  through  which  you 
will  reach  the  most  people. 

Change  the  advertisement  as  frequent- 
ly as  possible.  .  .. 

Be  sprightly  in  style. 

Be  timely.  Don't,  in  this  state,  call 
attention  to  books  on  skating  in  June. 

If  unable  to  do  more  you  can  at' least 
get  a  sign  and  hang  it  in  front  of  your 
library  so  people  will  know  you  are 
there.  In'  fact,  why  not  begin  the  pub- 
licity campaign  with  this  and  so  take  a 
definite  step  towards  putting  yourself 
before  the  people? 


THE  MODERN  HIGH  SCHOOL 
LIBRARY. 

Within  recent  years  the  public  high 
school  has  entered  a  new  and  broader 
field  of  service  and  has  been  reorganized 
to  meet  its  needs  in  a  better  and  more 
efficient  way.  This  reorganization  of  the 
school  has  brought  into  existence  a  new 
type  of  school  library,  enlarged  in  scope 
and  strengthened  in  purpose,  a  library 
which  is  a  vital  part  of  the  school  life. 

The  district  superintendent  of  the 
schools  of  New  York  City  has  said,  "It 
is  generally  recognized  that  the  best  the 
school  can  do  is  to  give  its  pupils  a 
start  in  the  right  direction,  with  habits 
at  least  partially  formed,  by  the  exer- 
cise and  growth  of  which  they  will  con- 
tinue to  develop  in  power  and  capacity 
for  years  to  come."  This  is  the  teach- 
ing ideal ;  is  it  not  also  the  library  ideal 
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— to  awaken  and  develop  a  love  of  good 
books  and  reading  in  boys  and  girls  so 
that  they  not  only  may  be  started  in  the 
right  direction  but  may  continue  to  de- 
velop in  power  and  capacity  throughout 
the  years  to  come? 

If  the  school  library  is  to  take  its  true 
place  in  the  school  it  must  be  as  fully 
equipped  as  any  other  part.  The  ideal 
library  room  is  situated  convenient  to 
study  room  and  class  room  and  is  well 
lighted  by  natural  or  artificial  light  as- 
required.  The  furnishing  and  decora- 
tion of  the  room  are  consistent  with  its 
purpose,  inviting  and  stimulating  intel- 
lectual effort  and  the  love  of  books. 
There  should  be  few  rules,  but  they 
should  be  strictly  observed.  An  organ- 
ization which  includes  a  wise  anticipa- 
tion of  the  needs  of  each  day  and  care- 
ful planning  will  obviate  many  of  the 
usual  problems  of  discipline. 

The  pupils  should  be  taught  the  prop- 
er care  of  books  and  the  proper  use  of 
books.  They  should  be  trained  to  use 
the  catalogue  intelligently  and  to  under- 
stand the  arrangement  of  books  on  the 
shelves.  The  instruction  given  should 
be  brief  and  practical,  and  the  problems 
should  relate  directly  to  the  class  room 
work  in  other  departments.  Many  mod- 
ern school  libraries  include  a  library  class 
room  and  such  instruction  is  given  every 
class. 

Great  care  and  thought  should  be  given 
to  the  collection  of  books.  These  should 
be  selected  with  a  view  to  the  pupils' 
present  needs  and  the  larger  need  of 
the  future.  The  standard  should  be  kept 
high  and  should  presuppose  an  oppor- 
tunity for  the  personal  influence  of  the 
school  librarian.  Besides  the  reference 
works  required,  good  editions  of  the 
literary  classics  should  be  bought,  and 
many  standard  books  along  all  lines,  in- 
cluding fiction ;  there  should  be  a  gen- 
erous duplication  of  the  most  desirable 
titles,  and  a  sufficient  variety  in  the  se- 


lection of  titles  to  appeal  to  a  great 
diversity  of  tastes.  A  pupil  should  not 
feel  inspired  to  ask,  as  happened  in  one 
case,  "Has  the  library  any  books  with- 
out learning  in  them?" 

While  this  library  should  be  planned 
primarily  for  the  boys  and  the  girls,  it 
should  also  be  the  depository  for  all  li- 
brary material  used  in  common  by  the 
teachers.  This  is  the  place  for  illus- 
trative material,  such  as  pamphlets, 
newspaper  clippings,  outlines  of  courses 
of  study,  school  catalogues,  library  lists, 
pictures,  post  cards,  lantern  slides,  vic- 
trola  records,  etc.  There  may  be  a  fac- 
ulty corner  where  new  books  and  maga- 
zines on  subjects  of  special  interest  to 
teachers  and  where  the  resources  of 
other  libraries  (whether  local  or  not) 
may  be  brought  to  their  attention.  This 
is  not  the  place  for  the  care  and  distri- 
bution of  text  books,  nor  should  the  li- 
brary room  be  used  for  purely  text 
book  study. 

The  librarian  is  in  every  sense  the 
head  of  a  school  department.  She  needs 
every  qualification  required  of  other 
members  of  the  faculty,  plus  training  in 
library  technique  and  method  and  pre- 
vious experience  in  library  work  with 
both  children  and  adults.  She  has  some 
point  of  contact  with  every  member  in 
the  school  community  and  in  order  to 
serve  all  effectively  must  understand  the 
school  program  and  her  place  in  the 
school  organization.  She  should  keep 
in  touch  with  all  student  activities  in 
order  to  anticipate  the  students'  needs 
as  well  as  their  requests.  There  are 
countless  ways  in  which  she  may  be  of 
help  in  the  organization  and  direction  of 
reading  circles,  dramatic  clubs  and  de- 
bating societies.  The  new  emphasis  on 
instruction  in  vocational  guidance  has 
aroused  an  interest  in  biography  and 
fiction  which  extends  indefinitely.  Be- 
sides this  general  reading,  the  teachers 
require  much  special  technical  material 
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which  the  school  Hbrary  should  provide. 
She  must  know  the  purpose  and  use  of 
the  text  book,  and  when  and  where  to 
supplement  it.  This  requires  a  back- 
ground of  experience  in  the  use  of  books 
and  a  knowledge  of  the  growing  fields 
of  literature  as  well  as  personal  literary 
appreciation. 

The  librarian  in  the  school  library  is 
the  medium  between  very  live  boys  and 
girls  and  potentially  live  books.  It  rests 
chiefly  with  her  whether  the  latter  re- 
main mere  books  or  whether  they  be- 
come literature  which  is  the  composite 
expression  of  the  whole  of  life. 

Granted  an  efhcient  librarian,  an  at- 
tractive, well  equipped  room,  a  well  se- 
lected book  collection,  careful  instruc- 
tion in  the  use  of  books  and  the  active 
cooperation  of  the  teachers,  the  school 
library  will  demonstrate  that  it  is  one  of 
the  most  important  factors  in  the  mod- 
ern high  school. 

Clara  E.  Howard, 
Librarian,  Schcnley  High  School, 

Pittsburgh. 


GOOD  BOOK  WEEK  AT  CON- 
SHOHOCKEN. 

Good  Book  Week  here  was  made  into 
a  Good  Library  Week.  The  book  ex- 
hibit held  during  the  week  in  the  li- 
brary and  the  Book  Week,  were  used  as 
a  peg  on  which  to  hang  a  good  deal  of 
advertising  of  the  library.  Talks  were 
made  at  the  Sunday  schools,  Bible 
classes.  Social  Unions,  Girl's  Friendly, 
Woman's  Missionary  Societies,  Woman's 
Club,  Mother's  Club,  and  at  every  one 
people  were  urged  to  come  to  the  li- 
brary at  least  once  during  that  week. 
At  the  Union  Thanksgiving  services, 
posters  advertising  the  Book  Exhibit 
were  handed  out,  and  in  all  the  churches 
on  the  first  Sunday  in  December. 

The  preachers  willingly  preached  on 
books,  or  library,  or  some  allied  subject 
and  called  attention  of  the  congregation 


to  the  book  exhibit.  Posters  were  put 
in  the  show  windows,  moving  picture 
theatre,  and  other  public  places  and  talks 
were  made  at  all  schools.  Only  children 
over  twelve  were  admitted  to  the  books 
but,  while  we  feel  sure  some  suddenly 
acquired  extra  years  which  they  used 
for  the  occasion,  we  did  not  question  too 
closely,  clean  hands  being  the  only  requi- 
site for  admission. 

The  leader  from  the  Woman's  Club 
helped  look  after  the  pupils  and  keep  the 
children  straight.  One  interesting  fea- 
ture was  that  the  boys  were  more  inter- 
ested than  the  girls  and  all  were  far 
quieter  and  better  mannered  than  they 
usually  are  in  the  library.  Many  of  the 
boys  came  back  a  second  and  third  time 
and  were  genuinely  interested  in  seeing 
the  new  books  —  this  I  think  of  real 
value.  The  number  of  pupils  who  came 
were  many  more  than  were  expected, 
although  less  than  hoped  for. 

Enough  of  the  teachers  came  to  be  an 
gncouragement ;  some  of  the  library 
board  came,  some  of  the  ministers  who 
had  preached  on  the  subject;  a  good 
many  people  "didn't  get  around  to  it" 
till  the  next  week,  after  it  was  over. 
Most  of  the  people  who  came  to  the 
^library  that  week  took  a  book  home — 
which  we  suppose  means  that  if  you  can 
'lead  a  horse  to  the  water,  you  can  per- 
suade him  to  drink. 

The  Good  Book  Week  resulted  in 
some  real  connection  between  the  books 
and  the  people.  That  is,  a  definite  num- 
ber of  people  who  came  to  the  exhibit, 
bought  a  corresponding  number  of  books 
exhibited — which  seems  to  us  the  whole 
point  of  having  an  exhibit.  Could  the 
library  have  sold  the  books  outright, 
more  would  have  been  purchased,  but 
the  small  task  of  taking  the  name  of 
book  and  price  (though  this  was  written 
down  for  the  purchaser)  and  going  to 
the  local  book  store  for  it,  proved  a 
deterrent.    Truly  things  must  be  made 
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easy  for  people.  All  books  were  sold 
through  the  local  book  store  and  were 
called  for  there,  the  discount  for  the 
sale  going  to  the  firm. 

The  children  were  the  most  interested 
people  and  took  the  most  pains  to  really 
look  at  the  books — meaning  that  we 
must  "catch  'em"  early. 

It  seems  to  us  that  those  book  ex- 
hibits and  Good  Book  Weeks  will  be  an 
education — for  the  librarian  in  bringing 
her  more  closely  in  touch  with  the  peo- 
ple ;  for  the  people  in  bringing  them  in 
touch  with  books.  Certainly  the  things 
learned  from  the  first  exhibit  will  help 
in  getting  up  all  others  and  the  special 
advertising  the  library  gets  is  worth  it 
all.  S.  M.  Akin. 

Conshohocken. 


READER'S  GUIDE. 

Twenty-five  libraries,  too  small  to  sub- 
scribe to  the  Reader's  Guide,  have  been 
supplied  with  the  annual  numbers  by 
larger  libraries  which  purchased  the  re- 
cent cumulated  number.  After  the  last 
cumulation  came  out,  in  191 1,  twenty 
small  libraries  were  given  the  annual 
numbers,  and  of  them,  six  are  now  sub- 
scribing for  the  periodical  for  them- 
selves. This  handing  on  of  a  useful 
tool  has  been  of  untold  help  to  many 
libraries,  and  there  are  still  some  places 
needing  the  Guides  and  whose  book 
fund  is  too  small  to  allow  them  to  sub- 
scribe for  it.  If  any  other  larger  insti- 
tution has  the  annual  numbers,  with  no 
further  use  for  them,  the  commission 
will  gladly  connect  the  supply  with  the 
demand. 


PERSONALS. 

Helen  Burns,  Drexel,  '13,  has  been  ap- 
pointed librarian  of  the  Dickinson  Col- 
lege Library,  Carlisle. 

Frances  Hannum,  Madison,  '15,  has 
taken  a  position  in  the  Reference  De- 


partment of  the  Public  Library  of  New- 
ark. 

Ruth  S.  Hull,  Pratt,  '15,  has  joined 
the  staff  of  the  Girard  College  Library. 

Lydia  M.  Jacobus,  from  the  Consho- 
hocken Free  Library,  has  been  appointed 
librarian  of  the  Frederick,  Maryland, 
Public  Library. 

Miss  Janewa)',  first  assistant  in  the 
Media  Free  Library,  entered  the  New 
York  Public  Library  School  in  October, 
and  Miss  Dabney  has  taken  her  place. 

Mabel  F.  McCarnes,  Simmons,  '16, 
formerly  of  the  Slippery  Rock  Normal 
School  Library,  has  been  appointed  li- 
brarian of  the  Peddie  Institute,  Hights- 
town,  New  Jersey. 

Anna  M.  Newhauser,  Pratt,  '15,  has 
been  made  librarian  of  the  new  library 
of  the  Division  of  Municipal  Statistics, 
of  the  Department  of  Labor  and  In- 
dustry. 

Miss  Root,  of  the  Free  Library  Staff, 
Pottsville,  entered  the  Wisconsin  Li- 
brary School  in  October,  and  Miss  M. 
Ethel  Hoke,  of  Hanover,  takes  her  place. 

Blanche  A.  Swope,  Western  Reserve, 
'16,  has  been  made  librarian  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pittsburgh. 


LIBRARY  NOTES. 

Albion: 

Jessie  B.  Thornton  has  been  made  li- 
brarian-in-charge  of  the  Curlit  Club 
members  who  act  as  librarians  of  the 
Free  Library.  They  have  done  this  very 
successfully  for  three  years  under  the 
leadership  of  Mrs.  B.  L.  Adams.  The 
library  is  open  twice  a  week.  They  have 
1,500  volumes  and  678  borrowers  out  of 
a  population  of  about  1,200.  Fifty-two 
dollars  for  children's  books  was  recently 
contributed  by  the  secret  societies  of  the 
town. 

Ambridge: 

Another  town  has  fallen  in  line  and  is 
helping  support  its  library  through  taxa- 


tion.    Councils  is  giving  sufficient  to  pay 

the  librarian's  salary. 

Blairsville: 

The  Civic  Cluli,  which  has  been  a  good 
friend  of  the  liljrary,  had  "Library  Day" 
on  November  gth.  Anna  A.  MacDon- 
ald,  from  the  Free  Library  Commission, 
spoke  on  "The  Public  Library  as  an 
Asset." 
Clarion: 

Emma  T.  Henry  resigned  her  position 
as  volunteer  librarian  of  the  Free  Li- 
brary, after  two  years  of  very  success- 
ful work,  especially  with  the  children. 
Mrs.  Agnes  McCully  is  the  new  li- 
brarian. 
Columbus: 

The  Public  Library  supported  by  a 
Library  Association  and  housed  in  the 
council  room  has  proven  to  be  very  suc- 
cessful. The  library  committee  act  as 
librarians  and  within  the  year  a  nucleus 
of  800  ^•olumes  has  been  collected. 
Conshohocken: 

Ella  Ewing  has  returned  to  the  Car- 
negie Library,  Pittsburgh,  and  Sally  M. 
Akin  has  been  appointed  librarian  of  the 
Free  Library.  '  ;  ; 

Corry:  , 

The  Pul)lic  Library  has  been  granted 
$15,000  by  the  Carnegie  Foundation  for 
a  new  building.    The  library  at  present 
is  housed  in  the  school  building. 
Duquesne: 

The  Monongahela  Valley  Library  As- 
sociation has  disbanded  as  a  distinct  as- 
sociation and  substituted  several  general 
meetings  a  year  for  the  entire  district. 
The  first  of  these  meetings  was  held  at 
the  Carnegie  Library,  Duquesne,  on  No- 
vember 8th. 
Fallsington: 

On  November  14th,  a  public  meeting 
was  held  in  the  Library  Hall  to  discuss 
the  question  of  enlarging  the  library 
association  and  making  the  library  free. 
That  the  idea  was  well  received  was 


proven  by  the  good  attendance  and  in- 
terest shown.  ' 

East  Springfield: 

The  Public  Library  opened  last  spring 
by  the  Parent-Teachers  Association  in 
a  store  room  has  been  very  successful. 
Two  hundred  out  of  the  population  of 
300  have  used  it.  The  collection  has 
grown  to  over  1,500  volumes.  A  Christ- 
mas collection  was  taken  in  the  library 
for  magazine  subscriptions,  and  enough 
was  raised  to  secure  the  Century  and  St. 
Nicholas. 

Glenshaw:  ' 

The  Public  Library  has  been  given  a 
decided  impetus  through  the  coopera- 
tion of  two  library  friends  who  can- 
vassed the  village  and  raised  $160  in 
annual  subscriptions.  The  library  board 
has  been  enlarged  and  the  library  was 
thoroughly  gone  over,  old  books  dis- 
carded, many  worn  books  mended,  and 
a  good  organization  begun. 

Hershey: 

Mr.  Lynn  W.  Meekins  has  resigned 
his  position  as  librarian  to  go  into  a 
new  line  of  work.  Edith  Lewis,  of  the 
Harrisburg  Public  Library,  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  fill  this  vacancy. 
Homer  City: 

The  Civic  Club  is  planning  to  start 
a  public  library.  They  have  secured  a 
room  in  a  good  location  in  the  bank 
building  and  are  planning  a  campaign 
to  raise  funds  sufficient  to  enable  them 
to  go  on.  A  book  reception  is  to  be 
held.  The  Boy  Scouts  are  to  build  the 
book  cases. 

Honesdale:  ~' 

Jeannette  Pohle  has  been  placed  in 
charge  of  the  Honesdale  Free  Library. 
Two  plays  given  by  the  high  school  stu- 
dents for  the  benefit  of  the  library  netted 
$110. 
Indiana: 

The  State  Normal  School  Library  is 
very  comfortably  settled  in  its  lovely 
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new  home  on  the  first  floor  of  the  new 
wing.  The  large  main  Hbrary  room  is 
copied  after  one  of  the  libraries  in  Ox- 
ford, England.  It  is  a  beautiful  room, 
with  plenty  of  windows  and  reading 
tables.  A  fireplace  and  settle  at  one  end 
gives  a  "homey"  touch. 

McKeesport: 

Mary  Speer  has  resigned  her  position 
as  librarian  of  the  Carnegie  Library  to 
take  up  a  new  line  of  work.  Marian 
Price,  Drexel  and  Albany,  'i6,  took 
charge  in  July.  The  library  grounds 
have  been  much  improved  by  a  con- 
crete wall  and  attractive  steps  and  walk 
up  the  hill. 
Mauch  Chunk: 

The  first  extension  work  of  the  Dim- 
mick  Memorial  Library  is  a  branch 
opened  October  7th  in  Nesquehoning. 
It  is  housed  in  a  room  in  a  store  build- 
ing, and  is  kept  open  two  days  a  week, 
by  the  staff  from  the  Dimrnick  Library. 
Nesquehoning  furnishes  the  room  and 
equipment  through  a  library  association 
and  the  Dimmick  Library  does  the  tech- 
nical work  and  lends  most  of  the  books. 

The  popularity  of  the  movement  has 
proven  beyond  doubt  the  need  of  the 
branch. 

Good  Book  Week  was  held  November 
26th-December  2d.  Helen  E.  Rockwell, 
from  the  Free  Library  Commission, 
spoke  on  Children's  Books  at  a  meeting 
of  mothers  and  teachers.  .  .\ 
Meadville: 

The  Public  Library  is  trying  the  ex- 
periment of  having  the  pupils  of  the 
high  school  come  in  classes  to  learn  how 
to  use  the  library.  It=.is  very  definitely 
helping  the  pupils  to  use  the  library 
much  more  intelligently  for  themselves, 
at  the  same  time  relieving  the  librarian 
at  the  busy  times  at  the  desk. 

Midland: 

The  new  Carnegie  building  is  finished 
and  equipped  in  library  bureau  furni- 


ture. F.  C.  Ketler,  superintendent  of 
the  schools,  is  president  of  the  library 
board,  and  Marie  M.  Murphy  has  been 
appointed  librarian.  The  work  of  pur- 
chasing books  and  organizing  is  being 
pushed  with  the  help  of  an  organizer. 

The  library  stands  on  the  edge  of  the 
park,  a  short  block  from  the  main 
street.  Tlie  site  was  given  by  the  Land 
and  Improvement  Company  and  the  sup- 
port comes  from  the  school  board. 

The  library  is  very  attractive,  of  na- 
tive stone,  with  a  good  auditorium  in 
the  basement  and  a  large  library  room 
on  the  main  floor.  The  children's  room 
has  a  real  fireplace  with  a  settle  on  each 
side. 

Moiiessen: 

The  High  School  Library  has  been 
moved  to  a  good-sized,  well-lighted  and 
well-equipped  room  on  the  second  floor 
of  the  new  high  school  building. 
North  East: 

The  beautiful  new  McCord  Memorial 
Building  was  formally  opened  to  the 
public  on  August  26th,  with  an  interest- 
ing program,  and  the  appreciation  of  the 
public  is  shown  in  the  great  increase  in; 
the  use  of  the  library.  .  ' 

Mechanicsburg: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Cumberland  Val- 
ley Federation  of  Clubs,  in  Mechanics- 
burg, on  November  i6th,  the  work  of  the 
State  Library,  and  all  its  departments 
was  presented  by  Miss  MacDonald. 
Phoenixville: 

Ida  M.  Wagoner,  who  had  been  first 
assistant  in  the  Public  Library,  has  been 
made  librarian,  filling  the  vacancy  caused 
by  the  death  of  Miss  Pennypacker. 
Pittsburgh : 

The  first  of  the  new  High  School  Li- 
braries to  be  introduced  into  the  Pitts- 
burgh public  school  system,  was  opened 
in  the  fine  new  Schenley  high  school 
building  on  October  ist,  with  Clara  E. 
Howard  in  charge.    It  occupies  a  large,: 
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well-equipped  room  on  the  second  floor, 
and  is  called  "The  idea"  of  all  the  splen- 
did ideas  carried  out  in  that  school. 
Punxsutawney: 

A  free  library  association  has  been  or- 
ganized and  has  opened  a  library  with 
$1,000  in  its  treasury  and  i.ooo  volumes 
on  its  shelves.  The  room  is  near  the 
center  of  the  town.  The  Boy  Scouts 
and  Camp  Fire  Girls  had  active  parts  in 
the  work  and  there  was  a  very  general 
interest  all  through  the  town.  The  li- 
brary was  opened  on  December  2d,  and 
has  already  shown  that  there  was  a  real 
need  for  it.  Miss  Edith  Beck  is  li- 
brarian. 
Saegertown: 

The  Woman's  Civic  Club  has  moved 
into  three  new  rooms  on  the  main  street. 
Two  rooms  are  used  for  the  library  and 
meeting  rooms  and  the  third  is  a  kitchen. 
The  library  is  open  twice  a  week  and 
every  two  weeks  a  "party"  is  given, 
sometimes  to  raise  money,  often  just  for 
a  social  time.    The  clul)  has  bought  a 
lot  and  sometime  hope  to  have  a  com- 
munity building.    Vernese  Slocum  is  li- 
brarian.       .  . ....  . 

Sayre: 

Miss  Mary  Hufford  is  now  acting  li- 
brarian at  the  Mary  Packard  Cummings 
Library,  of  Sayre. 
Stroudsburg: 

The  Civic  Club  had  "library  day"  on 
November  20th,  with  Miss  MacDonald 
to  speak  on  the  "Value  of  a  Library  in 
a  Town  and  How  to  Get  It." 
Titusville: 

Lucy  C.  Grumbine  has  resigned  as  li- 
brarian of  the  Benson  Memorial  Library 
and  will  take  a  good  rest  before  she  be- 
gins work  again.  Viola  Ci.  Hively,  from 
the  Public  Library,  Easton,  is  the  new 
librarian. 

Towanda:  '  ' 

Mrs.  Dora  Potter  has  given  up  her 
position  as  librarian  of  the  Public  Li- 
brary and  the  assistant,  Bessie  Whitney, 
has  been  put  in  charp". 


Tunkhannock: 

The  library  has  been  moved  to  the 
first  floor  in  the  remodeled  D.  A.  R. 
Chapter  house  and  opened,  after  having 
been  closed  several  months  while  the 
changes  were  being  made.  The  change 
is  a  most  happy  one  in  every  way,  the 
room  is  light  and  airy  and  most  attrac- 
tive in  wall  coloring,  beside  being  easier 
of  approach.  A  corner  has  been  set 
apart  for  the  children's  books,  and  there 
is  room  for  reading  and  reference  work. 

Mary  D.  Childs,  who  has  been  librarian 
since  the  library  was  started,  has  re- 
signed and  May  Hoadley  is  the  new  li- 
brarian. 

Union  City: 

Upon  the  resignation  of  Sara  Barnett, 
to  take  up  other  work,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Shreve 
was  made  librarian. 

Wallingford: 

The  building  of  the  Helen  Kate  Fur-, 
ness  Library  is  completed  and  the  li- 
brary is  in  active  operation.  Helen  D. 
Subers  thoroughly  organized  the  work 
before  the  opening  on  November  4th. 
The  very  attractive  building  is  the  gift 
of  the  late  Horace  Howard  Furness,  as 
a  memorial  to  his  wife.  It  is  built  of 
native  limestone  and  contains  one  large 
room.  The  books  are  on  wall  shelves 
which  leave  the  floor  space  for  reading 
tables.  The  ground  was  given  by  the 
heirs  of  Dr.  Furness  and  the  work  is 
maintained  by  a  library  association. 
Dorothy  Palmer  is  librarian. 

Weis  Library: 

A  two-days'  fair  was  held  in  the  li- 
brary building  in  November,  by  the  local 
Farmer's  Club. 

Wilson: 

The  Community  Club  and  the  school 
board  are  working  with  the  help  of  the 
Carnegie  Library  of  Duquesne,  to  get  a 
library  started.  It  is  to  be  in  the  school 
building  for  the  present,  and  is  a  part 
of  the  general  community  work. 
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EDITORIAL. 

The  library  movement  in  Pennsyl- 
vania has  lost  an  ardent  supporter  in 
the  transfer  of  Mr  Harrison  Warwick 
Craver  from  the  Carnegie  Library  of 
Pittsburgh  to  the  Librarianship  of  the 
Engineering  Societies  of  New  York 
City.  Mr.  Craver  has  had  a  varied  ex- 
perience which  will  make  him  an  in- 
valuable official  in  his  new  surroundings. 
Born  in  Owaneco  Illinois,  on  August 
10,  1875  he  secured  his  B.  S.  in  chemis- 
try at  the  Rose  Polytechnical  Institute 
of  Terre  Haute  in  1895.  He  then  be- 
came chemist  of  various  steel  compa- 
nies in  Western  Pennsylvania  and  Vir- 
ginia and  in  1900  was  chosen  as  the 
Technology  Librarian  of  the  Carnegie 
Library  of  Pittsburgh.  In  1902  he  be- 
came Assistant  Superintendent  of  the 
Allegheny  Iron  and  Steel  Co.  only  to 
return  to  his  former  position  in  the  Li- 
brary in  1903.  In  1908  he  succeeded 
Mr.  Hopkins  as  the  Librarian  of  that 
Institution  and  so  well  did  he  perform 
his  work  that  he  is  now  regarded  as  one 
of  the  leading  men  in  his  chosen  pro- 
fession. He  became  a  member  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Free  Library  Commission 
in  1909  and  has  rendered  excellent  serv- 
ice to  the  State  not  only  in  his  intel- 
ligence and  alertness  in  library  prob- 
lems but  also  in  the  regularity  with 
which  he  attended  all  meetings.  He  be- 
came an  A.  L.  A.  councillor  in  1909  and 
was  President  of  the  Keystone  State  Li- 
brary Association  in  1908. 

Unassuming  in  all  his  ways  Mr. 
Craver  contributed  ^ery  materially  to 
the  proceedings  of  any  convention  of 
librarians  not  only  by  his  literary  ap- 
preciation and  wide  range  of  reading 
but  also  by  the  very  practical  view  he 
would  take  on  all  matters  that  had  to 
do  with  the  daily  routine  of  library 
work. 

The  library  worker,  -^f  Pennsylvania 
wish  him  Godspeed  in  liis  new  field  of 


endeavor  and  they  regret  the  departure 
from  the  State  of  an  intelligent,  witty, 
and  congenial  associate 


Not  long  ago  a  physician  in  one  of 
our  smaller  places  opposed  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  public  library,  because  the 
women  and  children  needed  parks  more 
than  books.  This  is  of  course  a  nar- 
row view  and  should  not  need  serious 
consideration  were  it  not  that  it  is  very 
common.  This  is  true  not  only  in  towns 
without  but  where  there  are  free  li- 
braries. In  answering  such  an  argu- 
ment it  is  not  sufficient  to  say  it  takes  a 
narrow  view  of  the  subject,  and  shows 
a  lack  of  study. 

The  view  of  the  library  expressed 
above  is  narrow,  but  it  is  also  based  on 
a  wrong  conception  of  the  work  of  a 
library.  This,  it  is  true,  is  for  women 
and  children,  but  it  is  for  men  as  well. 
The  library  is  to  provide  recreational 
and  entertaining  reading  but  it  is  also 
to  provide  books  which  will  help  in  the 
every-day  work  as  well.  It  should  pro- 
vide for  the  needs  of  the  laborer,  town 
official,  teacher  and  every  one  who 
needs  to  be  helped  over  a  difficulty. 
The  school  boy  who  is  preparing  for  a 
debate  or  an  essay,  or  the  man  who 
wishes  to  inform  himself  on  some  ques- 
tion coming  up  at  an  election,  should 
find  assistance  at  the  library.  Of  course 
this  is  not  always  possible  at  the  begin- 
ning of  a  library  when  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  money  should  go  into  things 
of  a  popular  nature.  But  the  purpose 
of  the  free  library  is  to  provide  for  the 
needs  of  all — men,  as  well  as  women 
jmd  children. 

More  than  this,  even  women  and 
children  have  an  intellectual  nature 
which  is  of  as  much  importance  as  the 
physical.  It  would  be  just  as  wrong  to 
neglect  the  mind  as  to  be  indifferent  to 
the  body.    The  person  who  by  neglect 
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loses  the  power  to  think  straight  and 
clearly  has  done  himself  as  much  harm 
as  if  he  had  lost  the  use  of  his  arm 
by  disuse. 

There  are  many  days  when  parks  and 
play-grounds  are  useless  and  people 
would  be  at  a  disadvantage  if  they  were 
the  only  means  for  diversion.  In  the 
small  towns,  like  the  one  referred  to, 
any  one  can  walk  into  the  open  country 
in  a  few  minutes  and  a  park,  if  it 
amounts  to  anything  would  be  simply 
a  piece  of  this  open  country.  The  time 
may  come,  unfortunately,  when  it  will 
not  be  possible  to  get  into  the  open  so 
easily  and  then  the  possession  of  the 
park  will  be  a  good  thing. 

In  fact,  schools,  hospitals,  parks,  play- 
grounds, paved  streets,  sewers,  public 
libraries  are  all  necessary.  No  one  will 
take  the  place  of  any  other.  The  ques- 
tion is  in  what  order  they  shall  be  se- 
cured. In  the  mind  of  most  people 
these  are  expenses  some  of  which  are 
more  necessary  than  others.  And,  like 
all  other  expenses,  it  is  economy  to  cut 
them  as  low  as  possible.  The  truth  is 
they  are  all  investments  from  which  the 
community  will  receive  returns  which, 
within  certain  limits,  will  be  in  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  invested.  They 
all  make  the  town  a  more  attractive 
place  in  which  to  live  and  thus  encour- 
age outsiders  to  move  in. 

Of  these  investments  the  two  most 
important  are  the  school  and  the  li- 
brary. The  secretary  of  a  chamber  of 
commerce  in  our  State  said  that  the  list 
of  questions  asked  by  manufacturing 
plants  which  were  looking  for  a  site 
were  headed  by  requests  for  informa- 
tion about  the  churches,  the  schools,  the 
public  library,  in  the  order  given.  The 
bulletin  published  by  that  chamber  of 
commerce  in  April  of  this  year  has  an 
article  one  and  one-half  columns  in 
length  about  the  library  and  its  activi- 
ties. 


The  library  is  not  the  rival  but  tuc 
ally  of  all  tliese  other  things.  It  stirs 
the  people  up  to  demand  them.  It  gives 
the  information  needed  to  plan  for  them. 

The  library  should  be  one  of  the  firat 
in\estments  made  because  it  will  lead 
up  to  the  others. 


KEYSTONE  STATE  LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Keystone 
State  Library  Assocation  will  be  held 
at  Eagle's  Mere,  September  20-22,  1917. 
This  will  be  carrying  out  a  wish  which 
has  been  expressed  many  times  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Association.  It  will  involve 
some  changes  in  past  policy,  but  is  done 
in  the  hope  that  it  will  work  out  nicely. 

Eagle's  Mere  is  delightfully  located 
on  the  top  of  the  mountains  in  Sullivan 
County,  northeast  from  Williamsport. 
The  hotel  accommodations  are  good  and 
we  may  count  on  being  well  cared  for. 
The  rates  at  the  hotel  are  not  yet  ar- 
ranged in  detail  but  will  range  from 
$3.00  per  day  up,  according  to  circum- 
stances. 

An  interesting  and  suggestive  pro- 
gram is  being  prepared.  The  school  li- 
brary work,  which  started  so  well  last 
year,  will  be  still  further  advanced. 
The  effort  to  get  trustees  interested  will 
be  pushed  energetically  and  it  is  expect- 
ed that  there  will  be  some  good  speak- 
ers for  this. 

The  question  of  pensions  for  libra- 
rians will  be  taken  up,  but  will  probably 
take  the  form  of  a  discussion  of  life 
insurance  in  some  of  its  forms.  The 
various  schemes  for  pensions  which 
have  been  tried  in  different  places  have 
not  turned  out  very  well,  even  the  Car- 
negie scheme  for  pensioning  college  pro- 
fessors having  been  overwhelmed.  It  is 
planned  to  have  the  possibilities  of  en- 
dowment life  insurance  presented  by  an 
expert  in  this  line. 
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Don't  forget  the  dates,  September 
20th-22th,  at  Eagle's  Mere. 


ROUND  TABLE  MEETINGS. 

Plans  are  under  way  for  the  district 
library  meetings  this  spring,  and  by  the 
time  this  is  in  print,  all  arrangements 
will  have  been  made.  Twelve  of  these 
will  be  held  and  an  effort  has  been  made 
to  distribute  these  so  every  lilirarian  in 
the  State  can  attend  one.  Owing  to 
geographical  and  other  conditions,  this 
is  hard  to  accomplish  and  in  one  or 
two  instances  attendance  at  a  meeting 
will  mean  staying  over  night.  In  spite 
of  this,  we  hope  that  every  library 
will  be  represented  at  one  or  another  of 
these  gatherings. 

The  places  and  dates  are  as  follows : 


Huntingdon,   April  28 

Pottsville,   May  I 

Hagerstown,   May  3 

Blairsville,   May  4 

Washington,   May  8 

Oil  City  May  9 

New  Wilmington,   May  11 

Kane  May  15 

West  Chester,   May  16 

Saegertown,   May  17 

Montrose,   May  22 

Wellsboro,   May  25 


SUMMER  SCHOOL. 

The  seventh  session  of  the  Summer 
School  for  Library  Workers  will  open 
on  June  twenty-fifth  for  a  six  weeks' 
course.  The  school  will  be  at  State  Col- 
lege, as  usual,  in  connection  with  the 
Summer  Course  for  teachers.  Miss 
Anna  A.  MacDonald  will  have  charge 
and  will  be  assisted  by  Miss  Helen  E. 
Rockwell  and  Miss  Helen  E.  Betterley, 
the  latter  having  charge  of  the  course 
in  work  with  children. 

The  curriculum  will  be  as  in  other 
years  and  will  include  book  selection 
and    buying,    classification,  cataloging, 


reference  and  other  subjects  of  interest 
to  the  librarians.  The  work  is  system- 
atic and  thorough  as  far  as  it  goes,  but 
includes  only  the  real  essentials. 

No  effort  is  made  to  rival  the  regular 
library  schools,  and  only  those  are  ad- 
mitted who  are  engaged  in  library  work 
or  arc  under  engagement  to  enter  a  place 
when  the  school  closes.  Those  who  wish 
to  enter  the  library  ranks  as  a  life  work 
should  by  all  means  take  the  course  at  a 
regular  library  school. 

For  the  benefit  of  teachers  who  have 
charge  of  school  libraries  or  wish  to 
learn  how  to  use  books  to  best  advan- 
tage there  is  a  course  in  the  vise  of  books 
and  libraries.  In  this  emphasis  is  laid 
on  the  way  to  find  things  in  books  and 
not  so  much  attention  is  paid  to  the 
purely  technical  side  of  the  work.  Those 
taking  this  course  have  the  work  under 
Miss  Betterley,  in  work  with  children 
and  children's  reading. 

We  would  call  the  attention  of  library 
trustees  to  this  school.  There  can  be  no 
question  as  to  the  improvement  made  by 
attendance.  Although  one  has  been  in 
library  work  for  a  long  time  such  a 
training  as  this  will  be  an  advantage  be- 
cause it  will  organize  what  has  been 
learned  and  make  it  more  serviceable.  It 
will  pay  to  induce  librarians  and  assist- 
ants to  attend  the  school  even  to  the  ex- 
tent of  continuing  part  of  the  salary 
while  absent. 


LIBRARY  NOTES. 
Alexandria: 

The  memorial  Library  has  had  a  very 
attractive  gift  in  the  form  of  real  Li- 
brary Bureau  furniture  for  the  chil- 
dren's room,  from  Mrs.  Edith  Wolver- 
ton  Cove,  of  New  York.  The  event  was 
celebrated  by  the  children  in  two  plays 
given  in  the  library  hall.  The  plays 
were  the  dramatized  fairy  tales  "Flow- 
ers in  the  princess'  garden,"  and  "The 
toll   of   the  mountains." 


13 


Berwick: 

Jessie  Wilson,  of  the  Scranton  Pub- 
lic Library,  has  been  appointed  librarian 
of  the  new  Berwick  public  library.  She 
will  begin  the  work  of  organization  on 
May  1st. 

Bloomsburg; 

Through  the  aid  of  the  Woman's 
Club,  a  picture  collection  in  a  vertical 
file  has  been  given  to  the  library. 

Bristol: 

A  joint  meeting  of  the  Travel  Club 
and  Parent-Teacher's  Association  was 
held  in  the  High  School  auditorium,  at 
which  a  representative  of  the  Free  Li- 
brary Commission  gave  a  talk  on  chil- 
dren's books. 

Bryn  Mawr: 

The  Community  Center  Association 
has  opened  a  public  library  named  the 
Community  Center  Library  as  one  of 
its  many  lines  of  work.  The  associa- 
tion is  housed  in  the  old  school  house, 
and  besides  the  library  has  classes  for 
teaching  English  to  foreigners  and  in 
sewing  and  cooking. 

Doylestown: 

The  Doylestown  Library  Company 
gave  to  the  new  Malinda  Cox  Free  Li- 
brary all  of  their  equipment  and  coun- 
cils fulfilled  the  conditions  of  the  will 
of  the  late  Charles  C.  Cox,  by  appro- 
priating enough  to  pay  the  librarian's 
salary.  Lucie  Price  has  been  made  li- 
brarian. The  library  is  being  reorgan- 
ized and  is  for  the  present  housed  in 
the  old  Cox  home.  An  endowment  of 
some  $35,000  provides  for  a  building  and 
some  support. 

Ellwood  City: 

Councils  has  voted  an  appropriation 
of  a  half  mill  for  the  Ellwood  City 
Free  Library.  The  library  was  opened 
in  January,  1914,  and  has  been  sup- 
ported by  the  school  board,  helped  out 


with  volunteer  subscriptions.  This  ac- 
tion of  councils  will  enable  this  live  lit- 
tle library  to  greatly  extend  its  good 
work.  And  best  of  all,  is  the  recogni- 
tion of  this  work  by  councils  backed  by 
the  spirit  of  the  town. 

Fallsington: 

The  Fallsington  Library  was  made 
free  to  the  community  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  stock  holders  in  Janu- 
ary. The  library  was  organized  in  1802 
and  has  been  in  continuous  use  since. 

Hallstead: 

Through  the  efiforts  of  the  W.  C.  T. 
U.  a  free  library  has  been  opened.  Much 
help  was  given  by  the  County  Library 
at  Montrose. 

Homer  City: 

The  Homer  City  Public  Library  was 
opened  on  February  loth,  by  the  Civic 
Club  with  almost  500  volumes  on  the 
shelves.  Alice  Rumbaugh  is  librarian 
and  Helen  E.  Rockwell,  from  the  Free 
Library  Commission,  helped  in  the  or- 
ganization. 

Honesdale: 

The  Civic  Club  and  the  Parent-Teach- 
ers' Association  held  a  joint  meeting  on 
March  12th,  at  which  Louise  Keefer, 
children's  librarian  in  the  Scranton 
Public  Library,  spoke  on  children's 
books  and  Anna  MacDonald,  of  the 
Commission  staff  spoke  on  the  value  of 
a  library.  After  the  meeting,  coffee  and 
sandwiches  were  served  in  the  school 
lunch  room. 

Laceyville: 

The  Laceyville  Library  has  been  made 
free  and  a  library  association  formed  to 
manage  and  support  it. 

Mt.  Union: 

The  library  has  been  moved  into  a 
room  in  the  new  school  building,  and 
entirely  revised.  The  attractive  sur- 
roundings and  the  addition  of  some  new 


books  has  increased  the  use  of  the  Li- 
brary very  markedly. 
Philadelphia: 

Linda  A.  Moore,  librarian  of  the 
Friend's  Library  has  been  made  librar- 
ian of  the  Apprentice's  Library. 

Philadelphia: 

Miss  Rose  Stewart,  of  tlie  Free  Li- 
brary, gave  up  her  work  on  April  1st. 
She  has  been  head  of  the  cataloguing 
department  ever  since  the  library  was 
organized  in  1895.  But  while  she  has 
stopped  work,  her  many  friends  will 
be  glad  that  she  will  continue  to  live  in 
Philadelphia  and  will  keep  up  her  in- 
terest in  the  library  work  of  the  State. 
Edythe  M.  Bache,  librarian  of  the  Ap- 
prentice's Library,  is  the  new  appointee. 

State  College: 

The  village  of  State  College  has  had 
a  little  pubhc  library  housed  in  the 
school  building  since  1898.  The  Car- 
negie Foundation  has  given  $7,500  for 
a  building,  councils  will  give  a  sum  of 
$750  for  support  and  the  school  board 
will  give  the  site. 

Wellsboro: 

The  Green  Free  Library  moved  into 
its  beautiful  new  home,  Chester  Place, 


on  January  — .  This  was  the  home  of 
the  late  Miss  Mary  Robinson,  who  was 
so  interested  in  the  library  and  remem- 
bered it  so  generously.  It  was  especially 
fitting  that  her  beautiful  house  and 
grounds  could  be  so  used  as  a  memorial 
to  her. 

The  library  is  all  on  the  first  floor — 
a  good-sized  children's  room,  reference 
room,  circulating  department,  a  mag- 
azine room  and  a  sun  parlor  reading 
room.  On  the  second  floor  is  a  trus- 
tee's room,  a  large  room  for  meetings, 
an  apartment  for  the  librarian  and  one 
for  the  care-taker. 

Formal  exercises  were  held  at  which 
Thomas  L.  Montgomery,  State  Libra- 
rian, was  the  speaker.  The  library  had 
been  opened  in  a  rented  room  in  May, 
1916.  In  the  first  eight  months,  half  of 
the  population  had  registered  and  the 
circulation  had  been  six  books  per  capita. 
Wernersville: 

Mrs.  Edith  Hasler,  has  been  made  li- 
brarian of  the  public  library. 

Wyalusing: 

The  "pay  collection"  of  fiction  added 
to  the  library  in  January  is  proving  to 
be  a  great  success.  It  fills  the  long  felt 
need  of  more  new  fiction. 


